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TEACHERS' READING COURSE.

The Teachers' Reading Course I8 conduct-
ed by a committee of the Woman's Aasoc‘la-
tion for the Improvement of Schools. For
full particulars as to cost, books, ete., ad-
dress, Miss ApaAa V. WoMBLE BSecretary
Raleigh, N. C.

Irving's ‘‘Discovery of America.”—III

This article is the third of a series
on Washington Irving’s “Discovery
of America.”

The first article roughly outlined
the book, and gave some supplemen-
tary information about Maco Polo;
the second, briefly outlined the his-
tory of the Moorish domination in
Spain. The present subject of dis-
cussion is

THE PRE COLUMBIAN VOYAGES.

There have been many legends of
pre-Columbian voyages to America.
Some of these are within the limits
of probabilityv. The early chronicles
of Ireland, however, give us credible,
historic accounts of voyages to
America more than five hundred
years before the “Great Admiral”
set out to prove his faith by his
deeds. The “Hemiskringle,” an Ice-
landic chronicle written in 1215 by
Snorro Sturleson, is called by Mr.
Fiske one of the greatest history
books in the world.

In this chronicle Snorco tells of the
shipwreck of one Gunnbjorn on the
coast of  Greenland. In the year
983, he says, Eric the Red, was out-
lawed from Iceland for killing a
man. Sailing boldly westward with
a few followers, he found the land
which Gunnbjorn had described, and
explored it—Greeland—on each side
of the southermmost point, Cape
Farewen: *-&oarttleto the west of this
cape, he and his followers made a
settlement upon a part of the coast
so pleasant that it well deserved the |
name of “Greenland.” “And there
upon a smooth grassy plain may still
be seen the ruins of seventeen houses
built of rough blocks of sandstone,
their chinks caulked up with clay
and ~ravel.”

“This colonization of Greenland
by the Northmen in the tenth cen-
tury,” says Mr. Fiske, “is as well es-
tablished as any event that occurred
in the Middle Ages. For four hun-
dred years the fortunes of the
Greenland colony formed a part, a
very humble part, of European his-
tory.”

This Erie the Red, founder of this
colony, had a son named Leif, whc
spent a year or two in Norway about
998. There he became converted by
Roman missionaries; he was baptized
and upon his return to Greenland,
he took -—riests with him, who con-
verted many of his fellow-colonists.
Old Eric the Red, it is said, “pre-
ferred to go in the way of his fath-
ers, and deemed boisterous Valhalla,
with its cups of wassail, a place of
better cheer than the New Jerusalem,
with its streets of gold.” Being of
an enterprising turn of mind, Leif
explored the coasts to the south of
Greenland. Finding a thicklv-forest-
ed country, he gave it the name
“Markland,” or “Woodland,” a ter-
ritory generally believed to be Cape
Breton Island or Nova Scotia. Put-
ting to sea once more, and being

driven before a stiff northeaster, they
sailed for two days before they saw
land again. This time the land was
so laden with grapes that Leif called
it “Vinland.” Various opinions
have been expressed as to the loca-
tion of Vinland. After weighing
these opinions carefully, Mr. Fiske
thinks that it was not farther north
than Massachusetts Bay.

Leif went to Greenland in 1001.
His brother Thorwald borrowed his
ship and set out to see Vinland for
himself. Thorwald being slain by
the savages, a third brother, Thor-
stein, set out with his wife and a
crew of thirty-five men. Thorstein
died on the voyage, and his widow,
Gudrid, returned to Greenland.

In 1006 Gudrid married a bold
and wealthy Icelander, Thorfinu
Karlsefni, by name. Deciding to
found a colony in Vinland, they set
out with several ships, one hundred
and sixty men, several women, and a
cargo of cattle.

In the course of the year, a little
son was born to Thorfinu, whom he
named Snorro. “To this boy Snorro
many eminent men have traced their
ancestry—bishops, university profes-
sors, governors of Iceland, and min-
isters of state in Norway and Den-
mark. The celebrated sculptor Thor-
waldsen regarded himself as thus de-
scended from Thorfinu Karlsefni.”

When this little Snorro, the first
white child born on this continent,
so far as we know, was three years
old, the colonists deserted Vinland
on account of the hostility of the
Indians, and returned to Greenland.
Nor was there a permanent settle-
ment ever made in Vinland. The
colony in southern Greenland, while
it never exceeded 5,000 or 6,000 peo-
ple, kept up its intercourse with Eu-
rope for more than four hundred
vears. It seems wonderful to think
that early in the fourteenth century,
probably before Columbus was born,
the settlements in southern Green-
land contained 280 farmsteads,
with one cathedral, fifteen smaller
churches, two villages, and three or
four monasteries. The latest notice
that we have of the colony is that
of a marriage ceremony performed
in 1409 by Eudrede Andreason, the
last bishop.

In 1721, about fifty years before
the breaking out of our Revolution-
ary War, the great missionary, Hans
Egede, visited Greenland, but he
found only the ruins of farmsteads
and villages, the population of which
had disappeared.

These pre-Columbian voyages Mr.
Fiske sum up thus: “To speak of
them as constituting in any legiti-
mate sense of the phrase, a Discov-
ery of America, is simply absurd.
Except for Greenland, which was

supposed to be a nart of the Euro-
pean world,” America remained as
undiscovered after the eleventh cen-
tury as before. It is in the highest
degree probable that Leif Ericsson
and his friends made a few voyages
to what we now know to have been
the coast of America; but it is an
abuse of language to sav that they
discovered America. In no sense
was any real contact established be-
tween the eastern and the western
halves of our planet until the great

voyage of Columbus in 1492.”

Save Half in Fruit Trees

We Sel/l te Farmers and Gardenors at
-Wholesale,Rates.

Choicest stock of Fruit Trees in the country. All

the large Improved Peaches affording luscious

., Irult from May to November. All the superb ap-

les and pears covering the whole year. Mammoth

elicious plums, cherries apes, figs.
rhubarb, ete., eti:. Lugétg;h‘;?por? ogsparngnl,

STRAWBERRY PLANTS in the world.

All trees, ete., delivered FREE., 130- e
uaal tel.llng.how to grow all kinds of f’;ﬁ.m
to Buyers.

- Write now for catalogue for fall planting. Men-
tion this paper. "

CONTINENTAL PLANT CO., Kittrell, N. C.

“Royster's Fertilizers

FOR WHEAT

Are Especially Double Milled,

MAKING THEM VERY DRY AND EASILY
USED IN MECHANICAL DRILLS.. . . . .

Ask your dealer for

‘““ ROYSTER’S ’’

AND TAKE NO OTHER.
I

Trade mark on every sack.

F. 8. ROYSTER GUANO GO.,

NORFOLK, VA.

NOTE.—AIl goods packed in heavy treated bags.

WORLD'S FAIR RATES

VIA

SEABOARD AIR cl).INE RAILWAY

ST. LOUIS, MO., AND RETURN.

On account of the World’s Fair, St. Louis, Mo., the Seaboard Air
Line Railway, in connection with the C. & O. Route via Richmond, and
the N. C. & St. L. Route via Atlanta, will sell round trip tickets to St.
Louis, Mo., at greatly reduced rates from all stations.

Rates from principal points as follows:

Season 60 Day 15 Day
Tickets Tickets Tickets

Charlotte via Atlanta ........ococevmvnennennan .$36.10 $30.10 $24.65
Durham via Richmond .........ci0iveeeveneeee.. 8410 2840 2330
Durham via Atlanta .........cv0evvenenecee... 8875 8230 26.30
Henderson via Richmond ........eoiivvveveen... 8410 2840 23.30
Henderson via Atlanta ............ cessscsssseees 88756 82.30 * 26.30
Maxton via Atlanta ............ceo000eeceeeea... 88.65 8225 2625
Raleigh via Richmond .........co0iveeeeeeen.... 3560 2990 2480
Raleigh via Atlanta ............cccveeeennnen... 8875 32.30, .26.30
Hamlet via Richmond ........ccov0vveeevennee... 87.60 3190 2695
Ht.tmlct via Atlanta ........... secscscesssercesss S1.00 81.90 -~ 2685
Wzlmington via Richmond .......00000000eve.... 88865 8225 2625
Wilmington via Atlanta ........icoveveenven.... 3865 3295 9695

For further information, call on or address

C. H. GATTIS, T. P. A. H. A. MORSON, C.P. & T. A,
Raleigh, N. C. Raleigh, N. C.

UNIVERSITY cnI-LEGE OF . JERSEY BULLS AND HEIFERS,

prostly g B M e o
RICHMOND
MEDICIN E, VIRGINIA.

in Ameriea. Bulls 4 to 6 months old, $25;
MEDICINE--DENTISTRY-- PHARMACY

Helfers, same age $35. Older in .
Polamnd China Pigs, $5 each. mpogl&:i

T P BRASWRLY Pe
T, P. . Prop., Battleboro, N. C.




